
 
 

The Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network presents: 
 
 

Heritage Talks Online 2022 
 

“Dreaming Big: Inspiring Stories from across 
Quebec’s Heritage Community” 

 

Heritage Talks Online is a free speaker series presented by the  
Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network (QAHN).  

 
 

Join us virtually as we explore “Inspiring Stories” from Quebec’s historical societies, 
museums, community organizations and cultural groups whose vision has had a lasting 

impact on Quebec’s history and heritage. 
 

Presentations are in English, and take place on Zoom with livestreaming on Facebook. 

Watch for announcements on QAHN’s Heritage Talks Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/qahnheritagetalks), QAHN.org, and Heritage Line.  
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The Heritage of the Pettes Memorial Library:  
past, present and future 

By Jana Valasek and Annmarie Adams 

Pettes Memorial Library 

Thursday, January 27, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
 

This is the story of a building and the library that has operated  
within its walls, from its conception in the 1890s, through its 
use in the 20th century and looking forward to the plans for  
its future. It was imagined by Mrs. Narcissa Farrand Pettes as a 
memorial to her husband Nathaniel Pettes, and from there,  
both the building and the institution have continued to evolve. 
 
This presentation will explore the beginnings of the Pettes 
Memorial Library, the unique story of its foundation, the architectural history of the building, and the 
history of the library that it houses, as well as look at the plans for an expansion to the building to allow 
the library to serve the needs of the community in the coming decades. 

Jana Valasek has been the Executive Director of the Pettes Memorial Library since 2004. She did both her 
undergraduate and graduate degrees at McGill University. She holds a B.A. in History, with a second major 
in Canadian Studies, as well as a Master of Library and Information Studies. She lives in Sutton with her 
family and many, many animals. 

Annmarie Adams is an architectural historian specializing in the intersections of medicine, gender, and 
the built environment. She is the Stevenson Professor of the Department of Social Studies of Medicine 
and former Director of the School of Architecture, McGill University. Her books include Architecture in the 
Family Way (1996); Designing Women (2000); and Medicine by Design (2007).  

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdeuvrTwiHdLTVs9xXrNcd7hL-XSaS97h  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Pettes Memorial Library, Knowlton  

(Lac-Brome), Quebec 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqdeuvrTwiHdLTVs9xXrNcd7hL-XSaS97h


 

Welcome to Cantley, down the road less-
travelled... 
 
By Margaret Phillips 
 
Cantley1899  

Thursday, February 3, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
 

Cantley1889’s historical tour will re-live the triumphs and 
challenges of convincing Cantley of its long, fascinating history  
– no easy feat since Cantley’s birth year is officially recognized as being 1989! Cantley1889 was founded 
in 2010 by volunteers interested in discovering Cantley's roots - its Gatineau River logging, mining its rocky 
Canadian Shield, farming its rolling hills. The organization’s mandate is to discover, catalogue, protect and 
promote local heritage. Cantley is one of Quebec’s fastest growing municipalities. Its 133 sq km (33, 000 
acres) of farmland and forests stretch along the rocky eastern shoreline of the Gatineau River, on the 
opposite shore from Chelsea, south of Wakefield and a 20-minute drive north from Ottawa. 
 

Margaret Phillips is president of Cantley1889, a former board member of the Gatineau Valley Historical 
Society and a retired teacher. Her passion for local history is inherited from her parents Bob Phillips (the 
founder of the Heritage Canada Foundation) and Mary Anne Cochrane Phillips; both of whom were 
founders of Heritage Ottawa. She spent childhood summers in Cantley, then moved there permanently in 
1982 into her restored 1867 log house. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdeisrT4oGdGFSOuacyMLWhA_tbC7xsET  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute: a 
central place for protecting “the ways” 

By Robert Imrie and Trifona Simard 

Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute  

Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute is the 30,000 
square-foot cultural centre of the Cree Nation of Eeyou 
Istchee, mandated with heritage maintenance including 
culture, language and traditional knowledge. It is the Crees’ 
primary location for the preservation of documents, media, and physical objects, and was designed for 
preservation, conservation, research, and knowledge transfer. Since opening in 2012, ACCI has 

 

The “Old Cantley Road”, 1927  
(GVHS archives) 

 

Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute, 

Ouje-Bougoumou, Quebec 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdeisrT4oGdGFSOuacyMLWhA_tbC7xsET


 

accomplished much in a short time, from developing permanent and travelling exhibitions, to producing 
and touring theatrical productions, to transferring ownership (repatriation) efforts of historical objects 
from the area, to name a few.  We aim to share our experiences and the successes we have managed to 
achieve over this short time. 
 

Robert Imrie is the Director of Programs at Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute. Born in Manitoba, 
and raised in the Northwest Territories and Ottawa area, Robert has worked extensively in Northern 
Quebec, first as a teacher and now at the Cultural Institute.   

Trifona Simard is from the Cree Nation of Ouje-Bougoumou. Born in Chibougamau, Quebec, Trifona is 
grounded in her cultural traditions and is an artist, expressing her artistic expressions through beading.  
Through ongoing educational workshops at Aanischaaukamikw, Trifona has been able to share her 
cultural practices with others.  

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEufuquqzovG93nWV8n1VfuyOUPpJ1MTD9T  

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Château Ramezay: a historic site and 
museum powered by volunteers 
 
By Louise Brazeau 

Château Ramezay  

Thursday, February 17, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

In 1705, Montréal’s Governor, Claude de Ramezay, built the 
imposing stone residence that is now known as “the Château.” 
Over the years, the Château served a variety of functions and 
bore witness to key events in history. In the mid-19th century, 
a community-based, non-profit association known as the Antiquarian and Numismatic Society of 
Montreal was established as a “learned society” and, later on, intervened to save the Château Ramezay 
from demolition. The Society created a museum which opened to the public in 1895.  
 
Today, the Society still owns the Château and its collection of over 30,000 objects. It also oversees the 
museum’s operations including its team of 100 volunteers, partially comprised of the “English-speaking 

Guides Association.” Volunteers have formed the heart of the Château Ramezay since its establishment 
and today they serve as guides, administrators, trustees or supporters of museum activities.  
 
The volunteer program at the Château Ramezay is a first-class dynamic and vibrant program that keeps 
the museum connected to its past, anchored solidly in the present and ready to jump forward to stay 
relevant for its community. This presentation will look at the Château’s volunteering history and present 
what makes its volunteering program unique. 
 

 

Costumed volunteer at the  

Château Ramezay, Montreal, Quebec 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEufuquqzovG93nWV8n1VfuyOUPpJ1MTD9T


 

Louise Brazeau is the head of education and promotion at the Château Ramezay and is immensely 
proud of its volunteers. She works closely with them to offer students and visitors, from here and 
abroad, guided tours and experiences to remember all their lives. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoceiorTkuHdbg1no6iSp0JUnh1yBZJvkc  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Searching for the Black Archive of the Eastern 
Townships 

By Sunita Nigam 

Eastern Townships Resource Centre 

Sunday, February 27, 2022, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

 

Dr. Sunita Nigam will discuss her experiences searching for archives of 
Black histories in the Eastern Townships and curating an exhibit 
(supported by funding from QAHN) on these histories for the Eastern 
Townships Resource Centre during her time as a Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council postdoctoral fellow at York University. This 
talk will cover some of the complexities of assembling and engaging with  
Black archives in the Americas broadly and in the Eastern Townships in 
particular.   
  
Sunita Nigam holds a Ph.D. in English from McGill University, where she published on the relationship 
between urban placemaking and cultural performance forms – like blackface minstrelsy, stand-up 
comedy, burlesque, disco, and Olympic design – in Mexico City, New York, and Montreal. She is also 
conducting a Black histories project with the Eastern Townships Research Centre that is uncovering 
important Black histories of the region. Beyond her academic work, Sunita works as a research 
consultant in the community sector in Quebec. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldOqtrzMoEt09nE-0m1H481SHPbMCJOvq 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

From: Mairuth Hass, THAT 

MAGIC SUMMER; Chatelaine, 

1971-06-01, Vol.44 (6), p.28 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoceiorTkuHdbg1no6iSp0JUnh1yBZJvkc
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIldOqtrzMoEt09nE-0m1H481SHPbMCJOvq


 

From Ship to Shoebox: exploring Quebec Jewish history  
through the Canadian Jewish Archives 

By Janice Rosen 

Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish Archives  

Tuesday March 1, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  

From personal diaries to community-building proclamations, from 
circumcision certificates to obituaries, from comic books to 
heartrending testimonies: all manner of documentation about the 
Jews of Quebec and Canada can be found at the Alex Dworkin 
Canadian Jewish Archives, a community institution founded in 1934 by 
the Canadian Jewish Congress. How did this treasure-trove come into 
being, why is it still here, and what can it offer you? We will explore 
these topics and more during this illustrated lecture.   
 

Janice Rosen has been the Archives Director since 1989 of the Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish Archives, 
formerly known as the Canadian Jewish Congress National Archives. She is also a co-creator of 
the Canadian Jewish Heritage Network (http://cjhn.ca), a database-driven website showcasing the 
holdings of several partner archives and museums. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpf-uqqzMrH9dj8QpjBruV8M0G3nE70CMo  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Small Mountain, Big Symbol:  
Thirty years of citizen efforts to preserve the natural heritage 
of the Pinnacle Mountain, in Frelighsburg, in Quebec’s 
Eastern Townships 

By Danielle Dansereau 

Pinnacle Mountain Land Trust  

Tuesday March 8, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

This presentation describes the tribulations of a group of 
citizens working to preserve a precious natural milieu for 
future generations. The integrity of the Pinnacle Mountain, an 
important landmark overlooking the landscape of many 
municipalities in Brome-Missisquoi and beyond (including 
Northern Vermont) was the subject of a famous battle in 1990s that went as far as the Supreme Court of 
Canada. All these years later, in light of the climate crisis, these efforts take on even more significance.  

Danielle Dansereau is a freelance writer, award winning screenwriter, environmentalist and activist. She 
was a founding member of the Pinnacle Mountain Land Trust in 1991, which was entirely run by 

Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish  

Archives, P21-03 Morgulis 

new collection, Stein family 

daguerrotype c1860 

 

The Pinnacle, Frelighsburg, Quebec

 

http://cjhn.ca/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpf-uqqzMrH9dj8QpjBruV8M0G3nE70CMo


 

volunteers. In 2022, she’s still involved in the organization as president. She has published sixteen titles in 
children’s literature, many articles, and the historical monograph Borders, Customs and Smuggling. She is 
currently working on a story of the whole Pinnacle Mountain affair. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtdOirrz8oHNBjYJhDhTqB1XgrAs0XmUgn  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

From the Past to the Future: how a small 
historical society is moving forward 

By Nicholas McCormick-Gagnon and Norma Husk 

Richmond County Historical Society  

Sunday, March 13, 2022, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Every project at the Richmond County Historical Society seeks 
to make local history more visible and accessible to the 
community as a whole. With its dynamic and committed team 
of volunteers, the RCHS looks back to the roots of the Society 
while moving forward (literally!) with innovative projects, 
including a transfer of its entire historic collection to a “new” location. 
 

Nicholas McCormick-Gagnon is the current archivist and genealogist at the RCHS. He has a fascination 
with century homes and the socio-historical contexts that produced them.  

Norma Husk is the current president of the RCHS. She has a keen interest in the conservation and 
digitization of the RCHS archives to allow for increased accessibility for future generations, as well as in 
the preservation of the viability of the Society for years to come.  

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcucO6grz0pEtbL7iy_pq5nhC2ANNC1gzkC 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RCHS members at the new museum, 

Melbourne, Quebec  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtdOirrz8oHNBjYJhDhTqB1XgrAs0XmUgn
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcucO6grz0pEtbL7iy_pq5nhC2ANNC1gzkC


 

‘Good Luck with That’ – Canterbury Centre,  
the jewel in the crown or the albatross ‘round our 
necks? 
 

By Edward Pedersen 

Bury Historical and Heritage Society  

Sunday, March 20, 2022, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

“This is a story of inspiration, based on facts, with only some  
rumours, gossip, or outright lies. My only connection with  
history was my own, until I was forced into teaching Ancient  
History to a Grade 8 General English Program class at a  
Montreal high school, which will remain nameless to protect  
the innocent. Then someone who I am still friends with said in 
2015, ‘Ed you are needed at the Bury Historical and Heritage Society.’ There have been times since then 
when I’ve thought, ‘Would someone really do that to a friend?’ This is that story, and I need to get it off 
my chest!” 
 
Edward Pedersen is a retired musician and music teacher, born in Alberta, living in Montreal since 1976,  
who maintains a country residence in Bury, Quebec. He is presently the Secretary of the Bury Historical  
and Heritage Society. 
 
Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrdOuoqD0oGNMMmn1P2xGYmJo41ye1CKXD  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The W8banaki of Odanak: preserving history, language, culture and traditions 

By Daniel G. Nolett 

Conseil des Abénakis d’Odanak  

Thursday, March 24, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

The W8banaki Nation – W8ban (dawn) and Aki (earth), the 
People of the Rising Sun or the Dawn – is home to more 
than 3,000 members in two communities: Odanak, located 
on the edge of Alsig8ntegw (St. Francis River), and W8linak 
(Wôlinak), on the edge of W8linaktegw (Bécancour River). 
For thousands of years, the territory of the W8banaki 
Nation, the Ndakina (our territory), stretched from the 
Masesoliantegw (Richelieu River) to the Akigwitegw 

The Canterbury Centre, Bury, Quebec

 

The Flying Sturgeons of Odanak, Odanak, Quebec 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrdOuoqD0oGNMMmn1P2xGYmJo41ye1CKXD


 

(Etchemin River) and between the Kchitegw (St. Lawrence River) and Pastonki (Boston, Massachusetts).  
 
The W8banaki today face difficult challenges to preserve and protect their language, culture, traditions 
and history. Learning about the threats to language and culture can be a first step in supporting the 
positive and dynamic initiatives coming from the W8banaki of Odanak today. 
 

Daniel G. Nolett is a proud Abenaki and member of the Odanak First Nation. He has been the director 
general of the Odanak Band Council for the last 16 years. Before that, he was the director general of the 
Grand Conseil de la Nation Waban-Aki Inc. for 10 years. The Grand Conseil is the Tribal Council that 
provides services to the Odanak and W8linak Band councils. In all, he has been working for the Abenaki 
nation for the last 29 years. He is also involved in his community with Abenaki culture. He has been 
learning the Abenaki language for 20 years. He is also a member of Aw8ssisak akik (for more than 20 years) 
and the Flying Sturgeons (for almost 3 years), two traditional drum groups in Odanak. He is a community 
hunter, and along with his colleagues, Daniel hunts year-around on his “ndakina” (the traditional territory) 
to provide game meat to his elders and the most vulnerable people in his community. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtcOCprzIpHdJ6IC0xIp6eU7HT0IYIj9Cb 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Fondation François-Lamy: making 
connections in surprising ways 

By Sabrina Gamache-Mercurio 

Fondation François-Lamy  

Sunday, March 27, 2022, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

The Fondation François-Lamy is a non-profit organization 
that has been on the of Île d'Orléans for more than 40 
years! The mission of the Fondation François-Lamy is to 
preserve the history of the island, recount its stories from 
yesterday to today, highlight historic places and share the 
memories of what life was like for its founding families. 
With the Maison de nos Aïeux (House of Our Ancestors) and the Maison Drouin, the  
organization has worked for decades to share the secrets of Île d'Orléans that have been well-preserved 
for centuries. 
 

Sabrina Gamache-Mercurio is passionate about travel, history and genealogy. She has been a chartered 
genealogist since 2017 and is a graduate of Laval University where she studied Ethnology. Since 2012, 
she has been working at the Fondation François-Lamy, a non-profit organization whose mission is to 
preserve the heritage of Île d'Orléans, Quebec. 
 
Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAoceitqDMpGNYNILJcPYlR-aLhdcU9B-rB  

 

Sculpture in the Parc-des-Ancêtres,  

Île d'Orléans, Quebec 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtcOCprzIpHdJ6IC0xIp6eU7HT0IYIj9Cb
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAoceitqDMpGNYNILJcPYlR-aLhdcU9B-rB


 

Saving Faith: protecting an historic site by opening its 
doors  
 

By Rev. Katherine Burgess and Guy Morriset 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Quebec City  

Thursday, April 7, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, located in the heart of old Quebec 
City, is the oldest English-speaking congregation of Scottish origin in 
Canada. This congregation had its beginning with the Scottish soldiers, 
the famous Fraser Highlanders of Wolfe's Army, who fought on the Plains 
of Abraham in 1759.  
 
In 1802, the present church site was granted by George III to the “Scotch 
congregation,” and the church building was erected in 1810, the Kirk Hall (the site of the oldest English 
language school in Quebec) in 1829, and the manse in 1837. Steps away stands the Morrin Centre which 
once housed Morrin College, an arts and theological college of the church between 1862 and 1902. Until 
recently, the congregation faced hard decisions about their future as attendance declined and building 
costs increased. But this historic English-speaking congregation has found a way to keep the church open 
and flourishing, indefinitely. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Katherine Burgess has been the minister of St. Andrew's Church since 2009. This is her 
second career. She taught music and French in a primary school for 15 years and literature and writing in 
a high school for another 15. Immediately after she retired as a teacher, Katherine became a student 
again, to prepare for ordained ministry. She has studied at Memorial University in Newfoundland and 
Labrador, the University of Calgary, McGill University and Presbyterian College. She completed a 
Doctorate in Ministry at Tyndale University College and Seminary. 

Guy Morriset, who is on the St. Andrew’s board of directors and the chairperson of the property 
committee, is a dedicated member of the St. Andrew’s congregation.  

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcucemrrDItE9VTzaIFGf_YukNPScN2lgeO  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lac-Brome Museum: a long history  
and a bigger future 
 
By Peter White, Alan Eastley and Arlene Royea 

Lac-Brome Museum  
 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

It all began at a picnic in August 1897, on a farm in West 
Brome, Quebec. The event was the centenary of the first land grant made in Brome Township. The 
outcome was the Brome County Historical Society, which was incorporated on March 9, 1898, and which 
has since worked diligently to preserve the past for future generations. Today, the BCHS maintains a 
number of heritage buildings which comprise the newly re-named Lac-Brome Museum. The museum tells 
the stories of those who have called this area their home over the centuries. With many projects and 
unique fundraising ideas, the work of the BCHS is a testament to the founders of our region and, as we 
strive to bring pieces of our local heritage back to life, it is our hope that current and future generations 
will be able to enjoy and learn from the museum, its archives and its keepers of the past. 
 
Peter White has been president of the Brome County Historical Society since 2018.  He has lived either 
full or part time in Knowlton all his life, attending Knowlton High School and Bishop's College School in 
Lennoxville.  In the 1950s and 1960s he owned the Eastern Townships Advertiser weekly newspaper.  He 
was instrumental in the formation of the Town of Brome Lake in 1971, and was a member of the first 
town council. 

Alan Eastley started employment in the world of Information Technology in 1967 with a degree in 
sociology and economics and retired from that game in 2007.  Always interested in history, music and art, 
Alan continued to develop those interests by visiting museums and art galleries and as a frequent concert 
goer.  He and his wife moved to Lac-Brome in 2007 and both volunteered from time to time with the Lac-
Brome Museum.  He joined the board in August of 2021. 

Arlene Royea has worked at the Brome County Historical Society for over forty years and is the Managing 

Director of the Lac-Brome Museum. Growing up locally, family names and places enable her to help 

researchers from far and near. A variety of tasks over the years has made her job an interesting one.   

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfu2rqTMtG9GhyY02-b3lg5wvhrKWuBEb 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfu2rqTMtG9GhyY02-b3lg5wvhrKWuBEb


 

Lighting the Torch: how a memorial dream came true  
in Métis-sur-Mer  
  

By Barb Amsden and Pamela Andersson 

Heritage Lower Saint Lawrence 

Sunday, April 24, 2022, 1:00-2:00 p.m.  

The idea of a monument in Métis-sur-Mer had been brewing for some  
time when thought changed to action in 2020, the 75th anniversary of  
the end of World War II.  Some older Metis residents remember when  
the Second World War literally exploded off their shore. They recall 
blackouts, rationing, convoys, pilot training runs, home guard patrols,  
talk of spies, and the British Commonwealth Air Training Program 
(BCATP) in nearby Mont-Joli. Those who stayed on the home front 
contributed to the war effort. People serving in the BCATP bombing and gunnery school were welcomed 
in what was then Metis Beach. Airmen from overseas who died are buried in a Metis cemetery and 
veterans, students, and volunteers tend their graves each year. There were times when the community 
mourned and yet, there were some happy times for the youngsters not yet fully aware of what war meant. 
Building the memorial during Covid meant unexpected challenges, and an unusual opportunity to pair the 
physical monument with a living virtual memorial. Find out what we did and how! 
 

Pam Andersson, community coordinator and keeper of the Metis historical archives, has been the heart 
and soul of Heritage Lower Saint Lawrence (HLSL) for its 20-year existence. In 2007, she initiated the first 
of now annual Remembrance Weeks, building awareness of the sacrifices of those who served and serve. 
Participants include Rimouski, Mont-Joli, and Matane Legion representatives, veterans, students, and 
guests from all levels of government.  The Community Memorial – a dream Pam shared with many in the 
community – is now a reality. 

Barb Amsden, a past HLSL board member, is volunteer project lead for HLSL’s Memorial and Live Our 
Heritage projects. As great-great granddaughter of Scottish immigrant stone-mason-become-sugar-
magnate John Redpath, she regrets not inheriting wealth due to his multitude of offspring. However, as 
family record-keeper, she is inordinately proud of great-great aunt Julia Drummond, head of the London 
Canadian Red Cross Information Bureau, and Julia’s five Bovey nieces and nephews, who gave in different 
ways in World War I. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsfu2spzkjE9DXqWfz49-LF3duGa45Y_2p 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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From Burton to Barton: 250 years of 
Anglophone presence in Trois-Rivières.  
  

By Julie Miller and François Roy 

Centre for Access to Services in English (CASE) Mauricie 

and Centre-du-Québec 

Thursday, April 28, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  

The Centre for Access to Services in English (CASE) is a young 

community organization that supports the English-speaking 

community of the Mauricie and the Centre-du-Québec 

through a wide variety of programs and services.  They launched a podcast in 2021 called “MCQ Views 

and Voices” to tell the stories of English speakers across the region. For its second season, historian 

François Roy and storyteller and CASE Cultural Coordinator Julie Miller dig deeply into the history of Trois-

Rivières to present a cast of colourful characters and a surprising portrait of this aspect of the English-

speaking history of the province, dubbing the series of 25 episodes, “From Burton to Barton.” 

Julie Miller is a musician and storyteller who has worked in community development through a diverse 

array of cultural projects.  She works full time for CASE and lives on an organic farm. 

François Roy has a background in radio and is past director of communications for the city of Trois-

Rivières. He is an historian and has contributed articles and columns to many publications and has also 

been known for over 40 years as an announcer at the “Grand Prix de Trois-Rivières.” 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvceiqqz8qEtL-fk14PMZLqS3qJcIQuTMa 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Mile End Memories: preserving Montreal’s  
historic, diverse and creative community 

By Justin Bur 
 
Mile End Memories 
 

Sunday, May 1, 2022, 1:00-2:00 p.m.  

Where is Mile End, you say? Mile End is one of the 
neighbourhoods synonymous with Montreal’s diversity  
and creativity. The area has evolved and changed 
ceaselessly throughout its two centuries of history; you 
could say that the only constant thing over time has 
been change itself. Mile End Memories was founded in 
2003 as both a historical society and as an active community group. We provide keys to understanding 
the past so that people may become better informed and involved actors in their community. In addition 
to our historical work, we also host discussions with people involved in current issues such as access to 
housing, preserving space for artists’ studios, appreciation of architectural heritage, and the celebration 
of cultural diversity. Our program of walking tours and explorations of private gardens as well as our series 
of monthly talks, serve to support the organization’s efforts in enhancing our collective memory. 
 

Justin Bur is one of the directors of Mile End Memories and is an avid Mile Ender. 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ude6trj8rE9UETZuZ9H7qtRhz2ioaLBaV 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Walbridge Conservation Area 
Foundation: building a firm foundation from a 
visionary’s dream 
 
By Hardy Craft, Grace Getty and Jeannie Walbridge 
Blevins 

Walbridge Conservation Area Foundation  

Thursday, May 5, 2022, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  

2022 marks the 200th anniversary of the arrival of Solomon 
Walbridge and his family to Mystic, Quebec. Solomon’s great-great-grandfather Henry emigrated to 
America from England in the 1680s. Four generations remained in Connecticut and Vermont, but from 
1822, seven Walbridge generations have flourished in Quebec and Canada. Solomon’s son, Alexander, 
built an iron foundry, a luxurious mansion, a unique 12-sided barn, a red-brick Protestant Church, and 

The 12-sided Walbridge Barn, Mystic, Quebec

 

The corner of De Bullion and Villeneuve, ′′The 
Stenciler” Nicole Boyce, 2021, Mile End, 
Montreal, Quebec 
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added a second storey to the local schoolhouse. These last three structures exist today, along with 
Solomon’s 1843 farmhouse. 
In 1974, the Walbridge family formed the Walbridge Conservation Area which became a charitable 
foundation in 2004. The barn was eventually restored and filled with agricultural artefacts belonging to 
the Missisquoi County Museum. A McGill University filtering marsh system was established on the 
property and the government of Quebec declared the 95-acre territory “La Réserve naturelle Walbridge,” 
preserving endangered flora and fauna. Today, the Walbridge Conservation Area Foundation is recognized 
for its commitment to the preservation of history and its dedication to its wetlands and distinct forest 
stands. 
 

Hardy Craft, a resident of Mystic for 53 years, has been President of the Walbridge Conservation Area 
Foundation since 2004, when it was incorporated. He was invited by the Walbridge family in 1998 to assist 
them in their desire to preserve the history of the Walbridge family and their buildings, as well as promote 
conservation on the property.   

Grace Getty is a member of the Walbridge Conservation Area Foundation and a long-time Walbridge 
family friend.  Now the archivist for the WCAF, she knows many stories about the Walbridge family 
archival and museum collection. She is also on the board of the Missisquoi Historical Society, whose 
collection of agricultural artefacts is housed in the historic Walbridge Barn. 

Jeannie Walbridge Blevins is a fifth generation Canadian, and a founding member of the Walbridge 
Conservation Area. She is a writer who has extensively documented the story of her Walbridge family back 
to 1688. She has also published stories about Mystic, her church and her hometown of Pointe Claire, 
Quebec. 

 

Note: For Zoom attendees, registration is required via the link below. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtd-GgrDwsG9338HYyE3wXTC_CLio5wf3v  
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Our Mission 
 

The Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network (QAHN) is a non-profit, non-partisan, province-wide 
organization engaged with its members in the preservation and promotion of the history, 
heritage and culture of Quebec - and, in particular, of Quebec’s English-speaking communities. 
QAHN strives to advance the knowledge of the history, heritage and culture of those 
communities by informing, inspiring and connecting people through its activities and services. 

Membership in QAHN is open to individuals, families and organizations, regardless of linguistic 
or cultural affiliation. Currently over 100 museums, historical societies and other heritage, 
cultural or community organizations across the province hold institutional membership in QAHN. 

Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network (QAHN) 
3355, College, Sherbrooke, Quebec 
J1M 0B8 

Tel: 819-564-9595 (Toll Free in Quebec: 1-877-964-0409) 

home@qahn.org  and  qahn.org 
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