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2022 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



AGENDA
9:4510:00 a.m.(checkin, Zoom)

10:00 a.m.11 a.m. (business, Zoom)

1. Call to order

2. Approval of the Agenda

3. *Minutes of the June 26, 2021 AGM (Zoom)

4. Business arising

5. *Treasurer’s Report for the Fiscal Year ending March 31, 2022

6. Appointment of an Auditor

7. *President’s Report

8. *Executive Director’s Report

9. *Project Reports:
a. “Belonging & Identity”
b. “Heritage Talks Online”
c. “Special Assignments”

10. Resolutions & Policies
a. Making space for Indigenous history

11. Election of Directors

12. Announcements:
a. 2022 Marion Phelps Award

b. 2022 Richard Evans Award

13. Remarks

14. Adjournment

*Documents indicated thus will be distributed in writing prior to the meeting. Reports will be 
presented in writing only, with the opportunity for brief discussion and questions.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, JUNE 11, 2022

QAHN gratefully acknowledges the support of:

3

Chawkers Foundation
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Recent issues of Quebec Heritage News
magazine, and our 2021 twovolume
anthology Historical Views: Selections
from Quebec Heritage News, 20002020.
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DRAFT MINUTES: 2021AGM

Present:

Core (voting) member delegates:

Judy Bachelder (Georgeville Historical
Society); Sandi Beebe (Heritage New Carlisle /
Kempffer House Heritage Centre); Justin 
Bur (Mile End Memories); Valérie Crevier
(Cantley 1889); Pauline FaguyGirard
(BeaurepaireBeaconsfield Historical Society);
Reanne Francis (Black Community Resource
Centre); Mark Gallop (Mount Royal
Cemetery); Rohinton Ghandhi (QAHN Board);
James Hamilton (SainteAnneduBoutde
l’Ile Historical Society); Gretchen Hatfield
(Musée Copp’s Ferry Museum); Norma 
Husk (Richmond County Historical Society);
Simon Jacobs (QAHN Board); Jane 
Jenson (Société d’histoire d’Orford); Fergus
Keyes (QAHN Board); Rod MacLeod (Quebec
Protestant Research Project); Grainne Macrae
(Fairbairn House Heritage Centre); 
Mary McCutcheon (Park Extension Historical
Society); Ann Montgomery (QAHN Board);
Sharon Moore (Eaton Corner Museum); Grant
Myers (QAHN Board); JoAnn ObergMuller
(QAHN Board); Myrna Paquette
(Hemmingford Archives); Ed Pederson (Bury
Historical and Heritage Society); 
Jody Robinson (QAHN Board); Brian Rock
(Quebec Federation of Home and School
Associations); Albert Smith (Quebec Historical
Corps); Sandra Stock (QAHN Board); Dorothy
Williams (QAHN Board).

Proxies:

Richard Evans (QAHN Board); Irish Heritage
Quebec; Patrimoine Ascott Heritage.

Affiliate (nonvoting) members:

N/A.

Individual (nonvoting) members:

Glen Allingham; Janet Allingham Sam Allison;
Heather Darch (QAHN Staff); Tony De Melo;
Shirley Duffy; Sheila Eskenazi; Matthew
Farfan (QAHN Executive Director); F. Joan
Garnett; Joseph Graham; Triena Huneault;
Lorne Huston; Barbara McLeod; Kevin
O’Donnell; Lorraine O’Donnell; Vicki Onufriu
(Fédération Histoire Québec); Glenn Patterson
(QAHN Staff); Richard Santo; Rick Smith;
Pierre StLaurent; Bev Taber Smith; John
Warren; Robert C. Wilkins.

Nonmembers:

Christina Adamko (QAHN Staff); Steven Aulis
(2021 Marion Phelps Award winner); Sylvia
Aulis; John Buck (CEDEC); Candace
Coleman; Robert Jacklin; Jim Kyle (English
speaking Guides Association, Château
Ramezay, 2021 Richard Evans Award winner);
Dominique Lévesque; Praxède Lévesque
Lapointe; John Mackley; Maura McKeon;
Mariette Rivard; Charles Taker (Official
Languages); Jacques Valiquette; Dwane Wilkin
(QAHN Staff).

Total attendance: 66.

1. Call to order: 

The President, Grant Myers, called the meeting
to order at 10:00 a.m., and welcomed partici
pants to the QAHN AGM for the year ended
March 2021.  At his request, Matthew Farfan,
Executive Director, called the roll of members
registered for the meeting.

2. Adoption of the Agenda: 

The proposed agenda was adopted as presented
(Rohinton Ghandhi / Sandra Stock); motion
carried.

ZOOM

SATURDAY, JUNE 26, 2021
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3. Acceptance of the Minutes of the Annual

General Meeting June 26, 2021: 

Moved by Rohinton Ghandhi, and seconded by
Norma Husk, that the minutes of the Annual
General Meeting of 14 November 2020, held
via Zoom, be approved as presented.  Motion
carried. 

4. Business arising: 

N/A.

5. & 6. Treasurers Report for the fiscal year

ending March 31, 2021 / Appointment of an

Auditor:

The Treasurer, JoAnn Oberg Muller, presented
the audited financial statements for the year
ended March 2021, copies of which had been
distributed to voting members earlier. She
briefly reviewed the report, noting that total
revenue had amounted to $403,890, against
expenditures of $411,387, leaving a modest
deficit of $7,897. However, given the balance at
the beginning of the year, and the Covidrelated
contribution of $41,750 from PCH, QAHN is in
strong financial shape. JoAnn thanked execu
tive director Matthew Farfan, bookkeeper
Marion Greenlay and auditor Sylvain Bouchard
for their attention to our finances over the year.  

The treasurer moved, seconded by Simon
Jacobs, that the financial report and audited
statements be approved, and that Sylvain
Bouchard CPA be appointed auditor for the fis
cal year 20212022.
Motion carried. 

During discussion of the motion, John Warren
made a suggestion regarding GIC investments,
which JoAnn will follow up on. Fergus Keyes
noted that we had employed the same auditor
for some years, and proposed that the Board
consider quotes from other accountants from
time to time. 

Grant thanked JoAnn for her report, and for her
work as Treasurer over the past year. 

7. President’s Report:

Grant Myers indicated that his report was

included in the documents circulated for the
meeting, and invited members to read it there.

8. Executive Director’s Report:

This comprehensive report had also been circu
lated previously to members. Matthew Farfan
underlined his appreciation of the work done
over this challenging year by members of the
staff and Board, and participants in the numer
ous projects which had to be rethought due to
the pandemic. It was in the end a very produc
tive year, and we were able to reach a wider
audience than expected due to the development
of online programming. 

9. Project Reports:

Reports from the following projects were
included in the meeting documentation: A
Different Tune: Musical Heritage; Belonging
and Identity; Heritage Talks OnLine;
Reconciling History: Indigenous Voices.  Also
noted was the publication of Historical Views,
an anthology of 20 years of articles from
Quebec Heritage News.

Grant Myers underlined the extraordinary
attendance these online events had attracted, in
some cases worldwide. 

10. Proposed Changes to the ByLaws: 

Grant Myers presented the following proposal
from the Board, which had been circulated to
members in advance of the meeting:

Whereas since the time of QAHN’s founding
only Core members have had the right to vote at
member meetings. Whereas the numbers of
Affiliated and Individual members (including
Families) have continued to grow.
Whereas Affiliated and Individual members
have repeatedly expressed a desire to have vot
ing rights at member meetings.
Whereas QAHN recognizes the important con
tributions that Core Voting Members make to
the corporation, and wishes to maintain the cen
tral role of these members.

The following changes to QAHN’s bylaws are
proposed:
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SECTION 2 – MEMBERSHIP, Matters Requiring
Special Resolution
2.01 Membership Conditions
There shall be two classes of voting members in the
Corporation. The first class is composed of Core
Members. The second class composed of other types of
members. These are Affiliated Members, Individual
Members, Family Members and Student Members
Class One: Core Members
Core Membership is available to any community
based organization working in the heritage, historical,
genealogical, archival sectors and museum societies
interested in promoting the objects or the purposes of
the Corporation. 
The Corporation reserves the right to make a final
determination of eligibility for Core Membership if
required.
Core Members are entitled to three (3) votes at all
member meetings. Each Core Member will designate
a representative who is entitled to vote on their behalf.
Each Core Member is entitled to receive notice of,
attend, and vote at all meetings of members. 
Members of the Corporation’s Board of Directors
shall be considered to be Core Members while in
office and entitled to the same voting rights as other
Core Members.
Class Two: Affiliated Members, Individual Members,
Student Members, and Family Members
Affiliated membership may be granted to any regional
special interest group which has Englishspeaking
community heritage as an aspect of its mandate and is
interested in promoting the objects or the purposes of
the Corporation. 
Each Affiliated Member will designate a representa
tive who is entitled to vote on their behalf at member
meetings. Affiliated members shall be entitled to one
(1) vote at all member meetings. 
The Corporation reserves the right to make a final
determination of eligibility for Affiliated Membership
if required.
Individual Membership, Family Membership, and
Student Membership shall be available to all persons
with an interest in the Englishspeaking heritage of
Quebec. Individual and Student Members are entitled
to one (1) vote at all member meetings. Holders of a
family membership are collectively entitled to one (1)
vote at all member meetings.
Each Affiliated, Individual, Family and Student
Member is entitled to receive notice of, attend, and
vote at all meetings of members. 
Changes to Conditions of Rights of Membership
Pursuant to subsection 197(1) (Fundamental Change)
of the Act, a special resolution of the members is
required to make any amendments to this section of the
bylaws if those amendments affect membership rights
and/or conditions described in paragraphs 197(1)(e),

(h), (l) or (m).

2.02 Membership Transferability
A membership may only be transferred to the
Corporation. Pursuant to Section 197(1)
(Fundamental Change) of the Act, a special resolution
of the members is required to make any amendment to
add, change or delete this section of the bylaws.

SECTION 4 – MEETINGS OF MEMBERS
4.09 Quorum at Members Meetings
A quorum at any meeting of the members (unless a
greater number of members are required to be present
by the Act) shall be 25 members entitled to vote at the
meeting whether present in person or represented by
proxy. If a quorum is present at the opening of a meet
ing of members, the members present may proceed
with the business of the meeting even if a quorum is
not present throughout the meeting. 

SECTION 5 – DIRECTORS
5.02 Directors
Only a member may be nominated to the Board. 

In view of changes in the kinds of memberships
in QAHN over the years, the Board saw a need
to review the voting structure, to give a voice to
members in categories other than Core
Members, as has been the case so far. All cate
gories of members would now have a right to
vote at meetings, with three votes allocated to
Core members (heritagerelated organizations),
and one vote to each member of all other
groups (Affiliated, Individual, Family,
Students). A motion to approve the changes was
proposed by John Warren, and seconded by
Fergus Keyes.

Points raised in the discussion included the pos
sibility of abuse of voting rights; the status of
quorum during a meeting; and the negative con
notation of the designation “Class One, Class
Two”.

Brian Rock, seconded by Rohinton Ghandhi,
proposed to amend the text by changing the cat
egories to Class A and Class B.  Amendment
carried. The vote was then separately called
among Core members and other members, on
the amended motion, and it was also carried,
with one abstention (Albert Smith). 
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QAHN Board of Directors (20212022):
Grant Myers, President
Jody Robinson, Vice President
Ann Montgomery, Secretary
JoAnn ObergMuller, Treasurer
Simon Jacobs, Past President

Richard Evans, Director
Rohinton Ghandhi, Director
Fergus Keyes, Director
Sandra Stock, Director
Dorothy Williams, Director

QAHN Staff (20212022):
Matthew Farfan, Executive Director
Heather Darch, Project Director, “Heritage Talks Online” &
Special Projects
Marion Greelay, Bookkeeper
Rod MacLeod, Editor, Quebec Heritage News

Glenn Patterson, Digital Media Specialist
Dan Pinese, Layout, Quebec Heritage News
Corrinna Pole, Coordinator, Heritage Line & “Meet the
Network” publication
Dwane Wilkin, Project Director, “Belonging & Identity”

11. Election of Directors: 

At the President’s request, Matthew Farfan pre
sented the slate of candidates eligible for elec
tion to the Board of Directors: Simon Jacobs,
Fergus Keyes, Ann Montgomery, JoAnn
ObergMuller, and Jody Robinson. He noted
that the term of office was two years, and that
these Directors will join those whose terms
began last year: Richard Evans, Rohinton
Ghandhi, Grant Myers, Sandra Stock and
Dorothy Williams.  As no further nominations
for election to the Board had been received, it
was moved by Sandra Stock, and seconded by
Rohinton Ghandhi, that the proposed slate of
Directors be elected to the Board.  Motion car
ried. 

12. Announcement of Awards:

Matthew Farfan reminded members of the 
criteria for nominations for the Marion Phelps
and Richard Evans awards, given annually to
an individual or group who have distinguished
themselves in activities relating to the preserva
tion and promotion of Anglophone heritage in
Quebec.  

This year’s winner of the Marion Phelps Award
was presented to Steven Aulis, a volunteer for
the Canterbury Committee of the Bury
Historical and Heritage Society, who, in spite of
serious physical challenges, developed and
implemented ongoing plans for restoration
work on Christchurch Canterbury, built well
over 100 years ago, and now being adapted for
community use in Bury. 

The Richard Evans Award was presented to the
Englishspeaking Guides Association of the
Château Ramezay, who as volunteers have gen
erously donated their time over the years, pro
viding the public with personal contact and
informative and enjoyable activities. These
guides organize social events, give tours to
tourists, school groups, and others who wish to
learn about the heritage of Montreal and
Quebec. 

Steven Aulis and James Kyle (for the Château
Ramezay) made brief remarks accepting the
awards. 

13. Remarks: 

Issues raised during this brief discussion
included selection of GICs, research on
Indigenous topics, and promotion of Black his
tory in Quebec. 

14. Adjournment:

Grant Myers thanked participants for their pres
ence and for the lively discussion. On a motion
from Rohinton Ghandhi, the Annual General
Meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

Following the AGM, members remained for an
open discussion on the challenges and success
es of the heritage sector during a year of Covid,
and plans for the future. 

Ann Montgomery
Secretary
Ogden, Qc.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
This second year of Covid has been just as event
ful for QAHN, if not more so, than the first. I hope
that you have all been able to enjoy at least some
of our impressive online programming, much of
which you will read about in the following pages. 

Over the course of the past year, QAHN hosted an
array of talented speakers as part of our Heritage
Talks Online conference series. This, our fifth
Talks series and our second held entirely online,
was possibly our most ambitious to date. Other
programming this year included our everpopular
annual Eastern Townships Heritage Fair, our
“Belonging and Identity” project event and, of
course, our “Scandal Makers” cemetery heritage
documentary series. 

Like you, our members, it is my fondest hope that
we will gradually be able to return to some degree
of “normal” in the coming year. Right now, 
“normal” is looking like a combination of online
and inperson programming. In fact, during the
coming months, with the help of our partners at
the Department of Canadian Heritage, QAHN will
be developing its hybrid programming capabili
ties through a series of “open house” events that
are held inperson and also partly livestreamed
from museums and other heritage sites around
Quebec. I hope you’ll be able to join us at one or
more of these events. Look for more details in the
coming weeks. 

As usual, QAHN has lots of activities in the works
for the coming year: a sixth edition of Heritage
Talks, a new documentary film series, a podcast
series called “Quebec Voices,” a third edition of
“Belonging and Identity,” and much more! 
So definitely stay tuned!

QAHN, together with our many partnerorganiza
tions serving the Englishspeaking community 
of Quebec, remains vigilant about government
legislation, both newly enacted and under consid
eration, at the federal and provincial levels. 
We are monitoring this legislation closely, 
especially in terms of how it will affect our 
community, our organization, our members, and
the heritage sector. 

Finally, I would like to thank QAHN’s board of
directors, our volunteers, and our staff. Without
your commitment and vision, none of what we do
would be possible.

Thank you and have a good AGM,

Grant Myers
President
Austin, Qc.
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BELONGING AND IDENTITY,
20212022 PROJECT REPORT

During the second year of our “Belonging” initia
tive, QAHN worked with eleven memberorgani
zations in five different Quebec regions, bringing
total project investments in local community her
itage to just under $100,000 since the beginning of
the Covid19 pandemic. In addition to supporting
local heritage activities by awarding small grants
of between $2,000 and $5,000 to eligible partners,
QAHN brought community members together 
virtually on numerous occasions throughout the
year to learn, share, promote and celebrate the
diverse history and heritage of Englishspeaking
Quebec.  

Here is a summary of the local heritage projects
QAHN collaborated on in 20212022, with finan
cial assistance from the Secrétariat aux relations
avec les Québécois d’expression anglaise (a.k.a.
“the Secretariat”).

Vision GaspéPercé Now organized and hosted the
daylong Gasepsian Way cultural festival in
Douglastown on September 25, 2021, enjoyed by
more than 300 community members.  KlezKanada
produced an outdoor klezmer music concert and
workshop at a Montreal café on October 3, 2021,
featuring the Junonominated group, Oktopus. On
November 3, 2021, the Canadian Centre for the
Great War in Montreal launched a bilingual digital
exhibit to highlight experiences of soldiers from
Quebec recruited to serve during the World War I.
The Société d’histoire du Canton d’Orford pro
duced a series of four bilingual history podcasts
about Orford Township’s early settlement. The
Eastern Townships Resource Centre mounted out
door and virtual exhibitions to share research into
the region’s Black history, and hosted an online
lecture on to launch their project on February 2,
2022, attended by 135 persons. The Quebec
Genealogical eSociety organized and hosted a
fourday virtual conference in February 2022,
focused on research pertaining to different ances
tral cultures within the province, and attended by

179 people. The Greenwood Centre for Living
History in Hudson carried out restoration work on
a rare1791 Dorchester map of Lower Canada and
created online interpretation materials to show
how maps were used to foster a sense of “British”
identity among early colonists. Mile End
Memories researched the history of the Irish com
munity in Montreal’s Mile End neighbourhood and
created a new walking tour of important historic
sites. The Morin Heights Historical Association
coordinated production of a featurelength docu
mentary film about the Laurentian community’s
cultural legacy as a hub of international music
recording. The Richmond County Historical
Society oversaw production and installation of a
trilingual historic interpretation panel (Abenaki,
English and French) to accompany an outdoor 
heritage mural. And the ColbyCurtis Museum in
Stanstead worked with elderly Englishspeaking
volunteers to gather personal stories and portraits
for the museum’s 2022 exhibit on the history of
everyday life in this Eastern Townships border
community.

In collaboration with QAHN staff, each
“Belonging” project partnerorganization also con
tributed to Quebec Heritage News magazine by
preparing a series of articles for special sections in
our most recent Winter and Spring editions. The
articles explore Anglophone history, heritage and
culture in various communities and regions, while
underscoring the role of the heritage network in
obtaining needed resources to develop local 
heritage programming.

Once again, the “Belonging” initiative enabled
QAHN to make an important cultural contribution
to Quebec’s Englishspeaking communities by 
creating several opportunities during the year for
people to meet and engage with each other online.
On February 23, 2022, “Belonging” project direc
tor Dwane Wilkin hosted a second edition of the
Online Heritage Show & Tell, featuring project
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presentations by all eleven local partnerorganiza
tions and a brief address by William Floch of the
Secretariat. With technical support from Glenn
Patterson, the event attracted 170 participants on
Zoom and Facebook livestream.

As the last fiscal year ended, the Secretariat’s
administrative partner, Concordia University, con
firmed that QAHN’s request for a third year of
funding for “Belonging” has been approved,
although the level of funding for the heritage sector
will be reduced from $90,000 to $81,000. This is to
enable the Secretariat to divide its budget for 
supporting Englishlanguage community projects

among eight, rather than seven organizations cur
rently funded. In addition to QAHN, the English
Language Arts Network, LEARN, Y4Y Quebec,
Seniors Action Quebec, the Black Community
Resource Centre, the Quebec EnglishSpeaking
Communities Research Network (QUESCREN),
and Blue Metropolis are all set to receive project
funding from the Secretariat in 202223.

Dwane Wilkin
Project Director
Trenholm, Qc.

A few scenes from QAHN’s
“Belonging and Identity” project,

20212022.
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HERITAGE TALKS ONLINE, 
2022 PROJECT REPORT

QAHN’s 2022 “Heritage Talks Online,” a series
of 17 virtual presentations, commenced on
February 3, 2022. By the end of March, 11 talks
had taken place, viewed live by a total of 1,825
viewers on Zoom, Facebook and Youtube. 

This year’s series was promoted under the
theme “Dreaming Big: Inspiring Stories from
across Quebec’s Heritage Community.” The
goal of the series was to share uplifting stories
from Quebec’s historical societies, museums,
archives, community organizations and cultural
groups whose vision has had a lasting impact
on Quebec’s history and heritage. Participating
organizations represented several regions,
including the Outaouais; the Townships;
Montreal; Quebec City (Île d'Orléans); Centre
duQuébec (Odanak); and NordduQuébec
(Eeyou Istchee). 

To the end of March 2022, presentations 
included: “Welcome to Cantley” (Margaret
Phillips, Cantley 1889); “Aanischaaukamikw
Cree Cultural Institute: a central place for 
protecting ‘the ways’ (Robert Imrie,
Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute);
“Pettes Memorial Library: past, present and
future” (Jana Valasek and Annmarie Adams,
Pettes Memorial Library, Knowlton); “The
Château Ramezay: powered by volunteers”
(Bruno Paul Stenson, Château Ramezay);
“Searching for the Black Archive of the Eastern
Townships” (Sunita Nigam, Eastern Townships
Resource Centre); “From Ship to Shoebox:
exploring Quebec’s Jewish history” (Janice
Rosen, Alex Dworkin Canadian Jewish
Archives); “Small Mountain, Big Symbol”
(Danielle Dansereau, Pinnacle Mountain Land
Trust); “From the Past to the Future: how a
small historical society is moving forward”
(Nicholas McCormickGagnon and Norma
Husk, Richmond County Historical Society);

“Good Luck with That – Canterbury Centre,
jewel in the crown or albatross ‘round our
necks?” (Edward Pedersen, Bury Historical and
Heritage Society); “The W8banaki of Odanak:
preserving history, language, culture and 
traditions” (Daniel G. Nolett, Conseil des
Abénakis d’Odanak); and “The Fondation
FrançoisLamy: making connections in 
surprising ways” (Sabrina GamacheMercurio,
Fondation FrançoisLamy). 

To date, “Heritage Talks Online” has been well
attended, in part as a result of a coordinated
advertising campaign on QAHN’s digital media
platforms and in Quebec Heritage News. 
Copromotion over social media with partici
pating heritage organizations has helped to 
get the word out about the presentations to a
much broader audience. Each talk is also
recorded and strong postpresentation views
have helped to extend the program’s reach.

Comments to date continue to be receptive to
the Zoom and Facebook platforms and positive
regarding the speakers and their topics. The 
following feedback sample is representative of
the general tone of remarks: 

“This was an amazing talk about the Jewish Archives that
connected us to our family's history, arrival and establish
ment in Canada. Thank you QAHN.”

“You guys at QAHN are doing it again. I like this series.
I was in OujeBougoumou tonight while sitting on my
couch in the Townships watching your wonderful Cree
speaker. Fantastic.”

“Every time I come to a Heritage Talks session I learn
something new – actually many somethings new. I didn’t
know there was a Cree museum, I didn’t know about the
Jewish archives, I didn’t know anything about the
Pinnacle Mountain crisis. I’m looking forward to 
following the series. Great job. Love this project 
from QAHN.”
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Scenes from a few events in 2022
QAHN’s Heritage Talks Online series.

“Heritage Talks Online” was developed as a 
creative way to keep QAHN connected to its
membership. Attracting new members to the
network has become part of the opening to each
presentation and a discount promotion avail
able during each broadcast has proven to be a
resourceful way to reach individuals who have
never been members of QAHN, but who have
tunedin for specific topics and speakers. 

Still to come in April and May 2022 are six 
fascinating presentations from diverse regions:
Quebec City; the Eastern Townships; the
Lower St. Lawrence (Métissur Mer); Centre
duQuébec and Mauricie (TroisRivières); and
Montreal. Talks will include: “Saving Faith:
protecting an historic site by opening its doors”
(Rev. Katherine Burgess and Guy Morriset, St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Quebec City);
“The  LacBrome Museum: a long history and
a bigger future” (Jeremy Reeves, LacBrome
Museum); “Lighting the Torch: how a memori
al dream came true in MétissurMer” (Barb
Amsden and Pamela Andersson, Heritage

Lower St. Lawrence); “From Burton to Barton:
250 years of Anglophone presence in 
TroisRivières” (Julie Miller and François Roy,
Centre for Access to Services in English
(CASE) Mauricie and CentreduQuébec);
“MileEnd Memories: preserving Montreal’s
historic, diverse and creative community”
(Justin Bur, Mile End Memories); and
“Building a firm foundation from a visionary’s
dream” (Hardy Craft, Grace Getty and Jeannie
Walbridge Blevins,  Walbridge Conservation
Area Foundation). 

Heritage Talks Online is being funded by
Canadian Heritage, the Chawkers Foundation,
the Zeller Family Foundation and the
Townshippers’ Foundation. 

Heather Darch Glenn Patterson
Projec Director Digital Media Specialist
Pike River, Qc. Montreal, Qc.
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SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS
“Scandal Makers”: 

Cemetery Heritage Documentary Series 

and Online Film Fest

The popularity of QAHN’s first mini
documentary film series “Scandal Makers,”
presented in 2020, was the inspiration for a 
second series of the same name. During the
summer and fall of 2021, a team from QAHN
(host Heather Darch and camera / drone 
operator Thomas Gasser) travelled to Stanstead
and Compton Counties in the Eastern
Townships. Armed with camera, recording
equipment and a drone, their mission was to
discover the final resting places of some of the
region’ less reputable citizens.

For this series, research and presentations 
were made by guest speakers Kathy Curtis,
archivist at the Stanstead Historical Society
(SHS), QAHN president Grant Myers, and
local historian Anne Leydet of Way’s 
Mills. 

Kathy Curtis told the tales of branded counter
feiter Seba Beebe (buried in the Beebe
Cemetery); local eccentric “Big Jack” Garland
(buried in Lake View Cemetery in Baldwin’s
Mills); and murderer George Sumner Montle
(whose family are buried in Crystal Lake
Cemetery in Stanstead). 

Anne Leydet presented a story about 
Henry Hollister, an accused, but acquitted,
counterfeiter from Way’s Mills, who lies 
peacefully in the Way’s Mills Cemetery. 

Grant Myers recounted a story from the Rose
Cemetery near Stanstead of an American
“Copperhead” named Eleazer Allbee whose
enigmatic epitaph references his exile, his 
political beliefs and his extreme dislike of 
U.S. president Abraham Lincoln. For his 
second presentation, Grant took QAHN to the
isolated Thompson Cemetery, near Island

Brook, in Compton County, where the legend
of Peggy Green, the “Witch of New Mexico
Road,” was revealed. 

In all, six documentaries were produced for
broadcast on Youtube (where they may still be
seen). The series was officially launched during
a special “Scandal Makers Online Film Fest”
(QAHN’s very first film fest!), on January 23,
2022. That event, which included presentations
by host Heather Darch, the three special 
guests, and QAHN executive director 
Matthew Farfan, was viewed by over 250 
people, and livestreamed on Zoom and
Facebook.

QAHN’s mission to protect and preserve the
history and heritage of Quebec includes the
small historic, and often abandoned, cemeteries
that are found in rural landscape all across 
the province. While the stories about the 
individuals featured in the film series are 
amusing or indeed, scandalous, the goal of the
documentaries is actually quite serious. 

Bringing an awareness to the sites and the 
stories they hold helps people to discover
aspects about their community that they might 
otherwise never know. It is hoped that the series
will help to educate people about the impor
tance of protecting these sites and of seeing
them as important aspects of our heritage, and
to keep the past from fading away by telling the
stories of the dearly, or in this case, the 
infamously, departed. 

Heather Darch
Project Director
Pike River, Qc.
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A few scenes from QAHN’s 2nd
“Scandal Makers” cemetery heritage 

documentary film series, 
Summer and Fall 2021. 
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SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS
“Meet the Network” Promotional 

Video Series

2020 and 2021 saw a huge surge in interest in
QAHN through our online activities: from
livestreamed musical heritage showcases, our
Heritage Talks speaker series, online versions
of QAHN traditions like the Eastern Townships
Heritage Fair, to “show & tell” selections fea
turing participant groups in the “Belonging and
Identity” project.

Because of all this online activity, the number
of members of the public following QAHN on
Facebook almost doubled in the first 10 months
of the pandemic and has continued growing
ever since. We are now at almost 1,800 
followers, up from around 600 in March 2020.
A quick overview of the names of these 
new followers revealed that basically 
none of them were from our existing 
membership. 

The idea of the “Meet the Network” project was
to introduce this new public to QAHN and to
what we represent. We wanted to give people a
sense of our membership’s diverse interests,
geographies, and personal connections to
Quebec’s Englishspeaking heritage. We also
wanted to convey the notion that QAHN casts a
wide umbrella for Quebecers and Canadians,
urban, rural, young, old, Anglophone, and
Francophone. 

Heather Darch came up with the idea of using
short “selfie” videos where a crosssection of
our members would give a brief account of
their interests in heritage and what they enjoy
about being members of our network. 

In total, we produced 10 short videos in this
series featuring: Thomas Gasser (Eastern
Townships), Heather Darch (the Townships),
Vicki Onufriu of the Fédération Histoire
Québec (Laval and the Lower Laurentians),
Rohinton Ghandi (Montreal), Sandi Beebe

(Gaspésie), Wes Darou (the Gatineau Valley),
Jody Robinson (the Townships), Joe Graham
(the Laurentians), Duncan Crabtree (Toronto),
and former QAHN president Kevin O’Donnell
(Vancouver). 

Participants all went above and beyond, often
incorporating or sending us additional media
(e.g., photos) to include in their videos. Many
of these videos were filmed “on location” from
places that depicted that person’s specific 
heritage interests. Sandi Beebe, for example,
filmed herself in front of a 19th century pioneer
house in New Carlisle; Vicki Onufriu 
is standing in a nearlydestroyed Presbyterian
cemetery near Mirabel; Wes Darou is filmed
from the rail track of an abandoned iron 
mine in Cantley; and so on. The speakers 
all sent their clips to me for minor editing and
production, and eventual publication on
Facebook.

During Fall 2021, we published a new clip
every week or two,  with paid ads increasing
our geographic reach. Collectively, these clips
reached roughly 43,900 people, mostly in
Quebec. Comments were always encouraging
of our speakers.

Glenn Patterson,
Digital Media Specialist,
Montreal, Qc.
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Meet the Network (clockwise from top left): Duncan
Crabtree; Kevin O’Donnell; Jody Robinson; Rohinton
Ghandhi; Heather Darch; Wes Darou; Thomas Gasser;
Joe Graham; Intro; Sandi Beebe; and Vicki Onufriu.
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SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS
5th Annual Eastern Townships 

Heritage Fair

QAHN’s 5th annual (and 2nd virtual) “Eastern
Townships’ Heritage Fair,” was livestreamed
over Zoom and Facebook on Sunday, October
24, 2021. The event highlighted participating
heritage groups through a fun and engaging
“show and tell” format, with each organization
presenting an object and its story.

Interesting artefacts and stories included a 
collection of butter molds and treenware (Eaton
Corner Museum); a wreath made of human hair
(Missisquoi Museum); an 1863 topographical
map by “Putnam and Gray” (Lennoxville
Ascot Historical and Museum Society); a
theodolite (PatrimoineAscottHeritage); a
scale model of a covered bridge (Cowansville
Historical Society); a painting by renowned
Canadian painter A.Y. Jackson (Bruck
Museum); a rare theatrical curtain (Richmond
County Historical Society); a surveyor’s com
pass, letters and photos from the Maude Gage
Pellerin collection (ColbyCurtis Museum); a
1930 municipal electoral list (Bury Historical
and Heritage Society); a Loyalist cupboard,
accompanied by a video tour of the Paul
Holland Knowlton log cabin (LacBrome
Museum); and a presentation by the Eastern
Townships’ Resource Centre about
Sherbrooke’s fabricated centenary of 1937.
Each object and its background revealed some
thing fascinating about the history of the
region. 

Guest speaker Danielle Dansereau, author of
Borders, Customs and Smuggling, then spoke
about the history of rumrunning in the
Townships, while John Mackley, author of a
book series called Ol’ Tom Stories, appeared 
in character  to talk about his newest publica
tion.

The heritage fair was livestreamed to a virtual
audience of nearly 275. It was also recorded, so
it is now available on QAHN’s Youtube 
channel. 

Historical society representatives all really
enjoyed their experience and are to be congrat
ulated for creating such an engaging event with
the objects they selected. Audience feedback
was positive as well, and included the 
following, which is indicative of the overall
level of enthusiasm:

“All excellent presentations. Thanks so much for making
me realize what a rich territory for exploration exists so
close to home.”

“I would love to visit ALL of these places... I'll need to
do some planning for an efficient circuit route to get them
all in!!!”

Heather Darch Glenn Patterson
Project Director Digital Media Specialist
Pike River, Qc. Montreal, Qc.
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OUTREACH

Outreach (inperson & online) (clockwise from top left): 
British Association for Canadian Studies Online Conference (April 2021); 2020 Richard Evans Award presentation, 

Black Rock Monument, Montreal (June2021); Plaque unveiling (“Belonging” project), Cantley (July 2021); 
2021 Marion Phelps Award presentation, Canterbury  2 photos (September 2021); 2021 Richard Evans Award presentation,

Château Ramezay, Montreal (September 2021); Scandal Makers Online Film Fest (January 2022)
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Outreach (inperson & online) (clockwise from top left): 
12th annual Arts, Culture & Heritage Working Group Meeting (February 2022); Heritage Show & Tell, “Belonging” project)  

2 photos (February 2022); Inauguration of AfroMusée, Montreal  3 photos (February 2022); 
QFHSA Black History Month event (February 2022);Shannon Irish Show (March 2022); 
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QAHN IN THE CLASSROOM
2021 Heritage Photo Contest:

In April 2021, QAHN completed its 10th Annual
Heritage Photo Contest for high school students.
Rules and posters were sent to over 30 teachers and
administrators, in addition to the Quebec Federation
of Home and School Associations. As with last year,
the Covid pandemic meant that many schools did not
participate. West Island College, in Dollarddes
Ormeaux, however, did take part, as did students at
Beurling Academy in Verdun, and Macdonald High
School in SainteAnnedeBellevue. The top photos
were published in Quebec Heritage News and on
QAHN.org. The 11th annual contest was launched in
January 2022.

2021 Heritage Essay Contest:

QAHN's Heritage Essay Contest for elementary 
students was sent to over 100 teachers and adminis
trators in the fall, as well as to the QFHSA. As with
the Photo Contest, the Essay Contest was negatively
impacted by Covid. A handful of students did partic
ipate, however, at Gardenview Elementary in Saint
Laurent, and Harmony Elementary in Châteauguay.
As usual, the winning essays were published in
Quebec Heritage News. The 2022 edition was
launched in January 2022.

Although participation was down, feedback from
students, parents and teachers was enthusiastic.
Philippe Marsolais, a teacher at West Island College,
for example, wrote: “Thank you... [for] giving our
students the opportunity to take part in this enriching
activity.”/ “It was a great opportunity for students to
reflect on heritage and to develop their photography
skills.” Similarly, teacher Ashley Rowley at Beurling
Academy wrote: “I was so impressed and happy to
hear that two of our students came in the top four. I
am so proud of them!!”  

Lynda Genereux of the Laurentian Literacy Council
in Lachute wrote: “We would like to receive your
magazine free to promote the high school photogra
phy contest at Laurentian Regional High School. We
are organizing an activity in January in Science
class... I worked 15 years at Joliette High School and

my students participated in your amazing contest.” 
Meanwhile, Nina Wong of Gardenview Elementary
wrote: “I am grateful for the QAHN contest. It is
truly a motivational tool for me!!” As for the 
parents, Melanie Boulanger, a parent of a student at
Harmony Elementary, wrote: “What great news! I
was pleased to announce to Rosalie that she took 1st
place again this year. She was extremely happy! She
really loves to write and it makes her proud of her
self to see that people enjoy reading her. Thank you
for this amazing opportunity!”

Internships:

As it does every year, QAHN sent information on
internship opportunities to selected universities.
Depending on the year, Concordia, Bishop's and
Université de Sherbrooke have all participated in this
program. 

Bishop’s University has an excellent working
arrangement with QAHN. The internship program,
which is overseen by Prof. Jean Manore, usually
results in us hosting at least one intern per year,
sometimes two. QAHN’s mandate and interest is
publicized on the university website. This year,
under the supervision of QAHN’s executive director,
Bishop’s History student Isaac McNeil interned in
the Winter 2022 semester. His assignment was to
produce original articles on unusual artefacts in local
museums for a new column in Quebec Heritage
News called “Odd Objects.” Isaac’s internship con
cluded in April 2022. 

Additionally, QAHN's 2019 intern, former Bishop's
student Duncan Crabtree, volunteered for QAHN in
2021, writing an article on the venerable Sherbrooke
Snow Shoe Club, which ended up as the cover story
in the Winter 2022 edition of QHN. Duncan also fea
tured in one of our promotional “Meet the Network”
videos which were broadcast over social media as
part of our 2021 membership campaign. In Duncan’s
words, “Just the experience of being published once
again in QHN will be a delight... I appreciate it very
much.”



22QAHN 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

“A volunteer action is like a stone thrown in a lake: its
effect has a direct impact. At the same time, like ripples,
volunteer efforts reach out far and wide to improve
communities.”

Volunteer Canada, 2015 

The Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network’s
annual Marion Phelps Award recognizes 
“outstanding longterm contributions by an 
individual to the preservation and promotion
of Anglophone heritage in the province 
of Quebec.” This year, QAHN is pleased to
announce that the recipient of the Marion
Phelps Award is Margaret Phillips, president
of the heritage organization Cantley 1889.

Margaret has been a creative force in 
preserving and promoting heritage in the
Gatineau Valley for over twenty years. Most
recently, she has been active researching and
writing material for the Parc du Traversier
plaque project, which is commemorating
Cantley’s ferry service that was active from
about 1850 to 1927. 

In 2010, Margaret was the founding president
of Cantley 1889; she has been its president
since 2017. She has also served as a board
member of the Gatineau Valley Historical
Society (GVHS) on several occasions, and as
a member on numerous project committees.

Margaret’s many projects have included the

preservation of the Blackburn Pioneer
Cemetery in Cantley, Quebec, where an inter
pretive plaque was unveiled in 2021. She has
alo served as chair of the Tugboat team proj
ect, and as a member of the virtual museum
committee, the natural heritage committee and
the Sculpted Rocks committee. Her wide
ranging interests illustrate her concern for all
aspects of local history and its strong connec
tion to the natural world. 

Margaret’s nominator, Cantley 1889 vice 
president Valérie Crevier, spoke of Margaret’s
“passion for history.” Following a successful
career as a teacher, Crevier says, Margaret did
not retire “from sharing knowledge with 
others, it is in her DNA... Cantley would not
be the same without Margaret’s community
involvement.”

In the words of colleague Marc Cockburn, the
past president of the GVHS, “Margaret has
been a builder, a leader and a mentor for the
GVHS for over 20 years, and her many and
varied contributions and the resources she 
created will continue to assist the GVHS to
make known the history and heritage of the
Gatineau Valley.”

Similarly, Michael Cooper and Lucie Bazinet,
of Wakefield’s Fairbairn House Heritage
Centre, note that Margaret “has been an 
advocate, leader and lobbyist for all aspects of
heritage in the Gatineau Valley” whose 
“energy, attention to detail, and ability to bring
together heritage enthusiasts [have been] to
the benefit of our region.” 

Sandra Stock, CôteSaintLuc, Qc.
for the Awards & Nominations Committee 
(Ann Montgomery, Jody Robinson, Rick
Smith and Sandra Stock)

2022 MARION PHELPS AWARD
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2022 RICHARD EVANS AWARD

The Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network’s
annual Richard Evans Award recognizes 
outstanding longterm contributions by an
organization or group of volunteers to the
preservation and promotion of Anglophone 
heritage in the province of Quebec. This year,
QAHN is pleased to present this award to
Fossmobile Enterprises, which was created
by Ron Foss in 2018 to pay tribute to Ron’s
grandfather George Foote Foss, a Sherbrooke
native who in 1896 built the “Fossmobile,”
Canada’s very first gasolinepowered car.

Since its creation, Fossmobile Enterprises has
worked tirelessly to raise public awareness
about George Foote Foss and his ground
breaking automobile. Led by Ron Foss with
support from other members of the Foss fami
ly, the group have spent countless volunteer
hours researching the Fossmobile, and gather
ing advice and collaboration from automotive
historians, restorers and other supporters in an
effort to “reverseengineer” a replica of the
now longlost Fossmobile, of which no plans
(and only photographs) exist. To build that
“tribute car,” the team have also had to raise
tens of thousands of dollars from a range of
government sources, organizations and 
individuals. Years of work have now paid off,
however, and the Fossmobile tribute car was
unveiled in Burlington, Ontario, in April, with
a special community event scheduled for
Sherbrooke this summer. 

2022 marks the 125th anniversary of Foss’s

original car. That original “Fossmobile” 
was the creation of George Foote Foss, a
machinist, bicycle repairman and inventor in
Sherbrooke. In the winter of 1896, Foss 
started to build a gasolinepowered “horseless
carriage.” Completed in 1897, it was the first
of its kind in Canada.

Although all traces of the Fossmobile are now
long gone, Ron Foss and his team of volun
teers and supporters have created their replica
by carefully scrutinizing old photos, and using
a combination of authentic period parts and
newly manufactured missing parts. The com
pleted tribute car will eventually be donated to
the Canadian Automotive Museum in Oshawa,
Ontario. That tribute to Foss’s legacy will help
to right an aspect of Canada’s technical and
industrial heritage that has been largely over
looked. It is appropriate that this nineteenth
century Eastern Townships automobile 
pioneer should be acknowledged and his
invention brought back to life. 

Upon learning of this recognition by QAHN,
Ron Foss wrote that “this is the kind of 
recognition I had always hoped for my 
grandfather... this honour will go a long way 
in helping people understand the significance
of the Fossmobile, and his efforts.”

Sandra Stock, CôteSaintLuc, Qc.
for the Awards & Nominations Committee 
(Ann Montgomery, Jody Robinson, Rick Smith
and Sandra Stock)
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QAHN IN THE MEDIA
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“QAHN lends credibility to its member organizations, which
in turn helps them foster community and government 
support.”

“You have had such excellent programming over the year 
and you’ve also delivered extra…!”

“Your team seems to be on the ball and addressing all the
aspects of history in Quebec.”

“Just keep up what you’re doing – it’s fabulous darlings!”

I love reading the feedback we get. It comes in over
Facebook, Zoom, or Youtube during livestreamed
events. It comes by email. It comes in our annual
online survey. Sometimes it comes the oldfash
ioned way – by mail and (usually) accompanied by
a cheque renewing a membership. It’s gratifying to
hear that people appreciate what we’re doing.
Comments are overwhelmingly positive; occasion
ally, they offer suggestions about what we could (or
should) do to improve. 

Here’s some feedback of my own. As executive
director of this organization, I’m extremely proud
of what QAHN – the whole team – has accom
plished despite a gruelling second year (!) of Covid.
I’m thankful to have such a supportive board of
directors. Our president Grant Myers continues to
be active in many creative and helpful ways. As do
the other members of the executive: our vice presi
dent Jody Robinson who is always available to join
a committee or contribute in some other way; our
treasurer JoAnn ObergMuller whose energy and
sense of humour are priceless; and our secretary
Ann Montgomery whose minutes are works of art.
Our other directors are: Richard Evans (our sage
pastpastpastpast president, and the only person I
know with an award named after him!); Simon
Jacobs (our illustrious pastpresident and a great
representative from Quebec City); Rohinton
Ghandhi (a tireless QAHN promoter and an enthu
siastic local historian); Dorothy Williams
(Dorothy’s fame as a black history scholar is 

legendary); Fergus Keyes (a community activist
and a credit to the Irish community); and Sandra
Stock (who never fails to impressive me with her
reliability and her commitment to preserving our
history).

QAHN could not function without its staff. Rod
MacLeod is the editor of our quarterly print 
magazine Quebec Heritage News. Rod, whose 
editorials are considered literary gems by some,
also handles some very special missions – every
thing from coorganizing the annual Arts, Culture
and Heritage Working Group Meeting in Montreal,
to helping to edit our recent twovolume set
Historical Views, to serving on our Montreal
Committee. 

Dwane Wilkin is an essential longtime staffer (I
want to say lifer). Dwane has skillfully piloted
some of our most successful and challenging 
projects over the past decade or so. This year, he
oversaw the second edition of “Belonging and
Identity,” a project that enabled QAHN to support
and mentor no fewer than 11 local historical groups
working on initiatives all around Quebec. 

Heather Darch is another colleague on whom I have
come to depend for all kinds of assignments. This
year, Heather managed our 5th annual Heritage
Talks series. This exceptional program, themed
“Dreaming Big: Inspiring Stories from across
Quebec’s Heritage Community,” included an
impressive 17 online presentations spotlighting an
array of heritage organizations and their successes.
It included two Indigenousthemed talks (Abenaki
and Cree initiatives), and several talks in places we
had not been before, or at least not for some time 
 Île d'Orléans, MétissurMer, and TroisRivières,
to name a few. In addition, Heather oversaw sever
al special missions this year. Among these were our
annual Eastern Townships Heritage Fair and
“Scandal Makers,” our popular documentary series
spotlighting the longforgotten scum and smut

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

REPORT



28QAHN 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

buried in our country cemeteries. This series 
featured six original short documentaries, and
was launched during an online Film Festival –
QAHN’s first!

Glenn Patterson has become a familiar face on
many of our online programs. Officially Glenn is
our “digital media specialist.” But he’s much
more than a technician: he’s a scholar and a 
smiling, unflappable host who never seems to get 
flustered, even when something online
(inevitably) goes wrong. Glenn also helped out
with a number of special missions, notably our
“Meet the Network” selfie video series. 

Corrinna Pole handles our biweekly Heritage
Line ebulletin. This year, she also took on a spe
cial assignment of her own, one that is still a
work in progress: researching and writing mate
rial for an upcoming publication called Meet the
Network: Profiles of Heritage Groups across
Quebec. Stay tuned: this new book will be out
very soon! 

Marion Greenlay is our bookkeeper. I’ve said it
before, and I say it again: I don’t know anyone
who works as hard and for as little glory as
Marion. Marion, thank you! Others helping out
along the way are: Thomas Gasser (camera work
and editing on “Scandal Makers”); Mary Gunter
(assistant bookkeeper); Dan Pinese (layout,
Quebec Heritage News); and Sylvain Leblanc
(graphic design).  

As for me, I just try to keep the QAHN
Mothership on course. 

QAHN is a federallyincorporated, member
based notforprofit organization. Our members
are our backbone, and we deeply appreciate their
continued encouragement and support. This year,
we actually broke a membership record, easily
surpassing 500 paidup members, a new mile
stone. Among those members are 108 institutions

 also a new record! This year (2022), all QAHN
members  not just core memberorganizations
(heritage groups) can vote at our AGM.

Finally, a word of thanks to our funders. None of
what we do would be possible without money.
Our main source of core funding continues to be
the Department of Canadian Heritage (PCH). We
are grateful for the steadfast support of PCH and
the advice we receive from our colleagues at the
Quebec Regional Office. Thanks are also extend
ed to Quebec’s Secrétariat aux relations avec les
Québécois d'expression anglaise which, through
the intermediary of Concordia University, has
supported two years of our “Belonging and
Identity” project and which is already funding a
third edition. We are also fortunate to have the
support of the Chawkers Foundation, the Zeller
Family Foundation and the Townshippers’
Research and Cultural Foundation. 

Thank you all, and best wishes,

Matthew Farfan
Executive Director
Stanstead, Qc.


